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October Trivia: Vernon Electric Co-
op’s first General Manager was hired in 
1937 and was tragically killed in a car 
accident while traveling from a co-op 
meeting in 1961. What was his name?

Answer: N. F. Leifer

November Trivia: 

Vernon Electric Co-op had big plans for 
a festive 25th Anniversary at its Annual 
Meeting in 1961, but a tragic car accident 
causing the death of the Co-op’s general 
manager, his wife, board president and 
board treasurer put a damper on the 
proceedings. Which U.S. President and rural 
electric co-op proponent sent a personal 
telegram to be read at that annual meeting 
expressing his condolences?

(See next month’s newsletter for answer.)

Operation Christmas Seeks Your Support
Vernon Electric will again serve as a collection 

point for toy donations made toward Operation 
Christmas. All donations will be given to Bethel Butikk 
Food Pantry and Thrift Shop in Westby to distribute to 
those in need in the surrounding area.

Each year, Bethel Butikk hosts “Operation Christmas” 
to provide new and gently used toys as special gifts to 
children who may not otherwise receive presents. The 
families that participate in this distribution verify they 
meet the federal income guidelines for food pantry 
assistance. The distributed gifts go to those most in need. 

You can help positively impact the lives of others in 
our area this Christmas. We encourage you to donate 
new and gently used toys to Operation Christmas. 
Donations can be dropped off at Vernon Electric’s 
office in Westby throughout the month of November. 
All donations will be taken to Bethel Butikk the 
afternoon of November 30, so please share your gifts 
prior to that time.

Vernon Electric Values Our Veterans
Employee Spotlight on John La Due

This Veterans Day (November 11), Vernon Electric 
Co-op extends our thanks to America’s veterans 

for their historic and ongoing service and sacrifice 
to our nation.

Our Co-op is proud to employ five veterans who 
exemplify many of their skills learned from the mili-
tary in their day-to-day work operating our rural 
electric cooperative.

One of those veterans is John La Due. John served 
in the United States Marine Corps from 1979-
1999, holding various roles throughout his career 
and earning the rank of Gunnery Sergeant. Follow-
ing his time in the Marines, John was hired by the 
U.S. Department of the Navy to serve as a Civil-
ian Marine teaching radar and IFF theory. He was 
a tenured instructor in California for seven years 
before moving to Wisconsin with his family. John’s 
wife, Bobbie, and their daughter, Sahara, have 

also served in the Marines – for 22 years and 4 years 
respectively.

John currently serves as member service technician for 
Vernon Electric Co-op and will celebrate 10 years of 
employment in March 2023.

We celebrate John and all veterans, and we thank 
them for their service.

In the mindset of giving, we also encourage you to 
support other food pantries near you.

Thank you for your consideration and any assistance 
you can provide.

Pictured left to right: Matt Hirschfield (Army National Guard), 
Andy Hefel (Army), John La Due (Marines), Jason Johnson 
(Army Reserve) and Don Gander (Army).



The Leifer Award recipient is select-
ed by a different independent judge 
each year who is always a commu-
nications professional and usually 
one with a co-op background. The 
judge evaluates a sampling of 
content produced by staff at each of 
the 19 co-ops who share individual-
ized local sections within the WECN 
magazine.

The N.F. Leifer Memorial Journalism 
Award is named for former Vernon 
Electric Cooperative manager Norman F. “Lefty” Leifer, 
who was instrumental in launching what was then known 
as the Wisconsin REA News in 1940.  

Join us in congratulating Dave Maxwell for receiving the 
Leifer Memorial Journalism Award for a third time.

The information in this newsletter has been prepared for you by Courtney Moser, communications 
specialist. Comments or questions regarding information contained here should be directed to:
VERNON ELECTRIC COOPERATIVE
110 Saugstad Rd; Westby, WI 54667 
Call (608) 634-3121 or 1-800-447-5051.

www.vernonelectric.org • E-mail: info@vernonelectric.org 
This institution is an equal opportunity provider and employer.
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Vernon Electric Cooperative Wins its Fifth 
Leifer Award for Journalism
Editor Dave Maxwell Honored a Third Time

Meat Giveaway Results

Vernon Electric’s first annual Meat Giveaway 
was a big hit at the Vernon County Fair. $716 

worth of tickets were sold for a chance at winning 
one of five $100 gift certificates to a local meat 
locker. All proceeds ($716) were donated directly to 
Bethel Butikk Food Pantry in Westby. Bethel Butikk 
serves families and individuals in need in Vernon, 
Crawford and Monroe Counties in Wisconsin.

The Meat Giveaway is a good example of our 7th 
Principle: Commitment to Community. We hope 
to host this again next year and raise even more 
money for our local communities.

Thank you to all who participated, and congratula-
tions to the winners of the following meat locker 
gift certificates:

• Foss Fine Meats – Cathy & Jerry Sis 
• Solar Meats, LLC – Hannah Holten 
• Steve’s Country Meats – Jayme &  

Blake Peterson
• Von Ruden Meat Processing, LLC –  

Amanda Solverson 
• Westby Locker & Meats – Bonny Fish

Vernon Electric Cooperative has been selected 
as the 2022 N.F. Leifer Memorial Journalism 

Award recipient. Presented by the Wisconsin 
Electric Cooperative Association (WECA), this 
award is bestowed upon the co-op adjudged to 
have had the strongest overall local pages in the 
Wisconsin Energy Cooperative News (WECN) over 
the previous 12 months. During that time, Dave 
Maxwell, director of member services, served as 
local editor of Vernon Electric’s pages, and Leah 
Call contributed feature stories.

This is the fifth Leifer Award Vernon Electric has 
won since this publication first began offering 
awards for excellence in 1966, and it marks the 
third time Dave has been the editor awarded. He 
was previously honored in 1998 and 2003, and we 
are delighted to celebrate Dave’s third recognition 
at the WECA Annual Meeting on November 15th.

Dave Maxwell, 
Vernon Electric 
Cooperative director 
of member services

Bethel Butikk Food Pantry representatives, Lila Cina and Mary 
Moe, receive a check from Courtney Moser on behalf of Vernon 
Electric Cooperative.

Vernon County 
Fair Bill Credit 
Winners
Thank you to all 
who stopped by our 
booth at the 165th Vernon County Fair.

The following Vernon Electric members 
had their names drawn for $50 bill 
credits: Sandra Dahl, Trent Erickson, Paul 
Larsen, Nathan McKittrick, Priscilla and 
Charles Metz, Craig Peterson, Roth Family 
Cremation Center, Paul Schroeder, Scott 
Sherry and Alice Sloane.

These members won $25 bill credits: Greg 
Johnson and Gary Stueland.

Congratulations!

Touchstone Energy Balloon 
Returned to Viola

In partnership with 
Richland Electric 

Cooperative and 
Dairyland Power 
Cooperative, we 
brought the Touchstone 
Energy Hot Air Balloon 
back to the Viola Horse 
& Colt Show for the 
second consecutive 
year. The beautiful 
weather allowed for 
free tethered rides, and it was a very popular activity.

Touchstone Energy is the national brand of more than  
700 locally-owned electric cooperatives throughout  
the United States.


